
The Sorting Hat 

 

The door swung open at once. A tall, black-haired witch in emerald-

green robes stood there. She had a very stern face and Harry’s first 

thought was that this was not someone to cross.  

‘The firs’-years, Professor McGonagall,’ said Hagrid.  

‘Thank you, Hagrid. I will take them from here.’  

She pulled the door wide. The Entrance Hall was so big you could 

have fitted the whole of the Dursleys’ house in it. The stone walls 

were lit with flaming torches like the ones at Gringotts, the ceiling 

was too high to make out, and a magnificent marble staircase facing 

them led to the upper floors.  

They followed Professor McGonagall across the flagged stone floor. 

Harry could hear the drone of hundreds of voices from a doorway to 

the right – the rest of the school must already be here – but 

Professor McGonagall showed the first-years into a 

small empty chamber off the hall. They crowded in, 

standing rather closer together than they would 

usually have done, peering about nervously.  

‘Welcome to Hogwarts,’ said Professor 

McGonagall. ‘The start-of-term 

banquet will begin shortly, but 

before you take your seats in 

the Great Hall, you will be 

sorted into your houses. The 

Sorting is a very important 

ceremony because, while you are here, 

your house will be something like your family within 

Hogwarts. You will have classes with the rest of your house, sleep in 

your house dormitory and spend free time in your house common 

room. 
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Conjunctions Activity  

 

Highlight the clauses. Underline the conjunctions. Can you think of a different 

conjunction to write above it? 

Does this change the meaning of the sentence?    

 

Hermione smiled with satisfaction while punching Draco in the face. 

Hermione made a disappearing spell while Professor Snape wasn’t looking.  

Harry Potter released Hedwig because Dudley hurt him. 

Ron skidded along the floor when it was wet. 

Dudley’s shirt buttons popped open as he ate his roast dinner. 

The snake slithered quickly because he was hurt. 

The Whomping Willow tried to hit Hermione because she was too near. 

The great Hall was lit with a thousand candles because it was dark outside.  

Hagrid fed his dragon when he left for Privit Drive. 

Moaning Myrtle cried in the toilets because she ran away.
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We got Potter! 

 

The last thing Harry saw before the hat dropped over his eyes was 

the Hall full of people craning to get a good look at him. Next second 

he was looking at the black inside of the hat. He waited.  

‘Hmm,’ said a small voice in his ear. ‘Difficult. Very difficult. Plenty of 

courage, I see. Not a bad mind, either. There’s talent, oh my 

goodness, yes – and a nice thirst to prove yourself, now that’s 

interesting … So where shall I put you?’ Harry gripped the edges of 

the stool and thought, ‘Not Slytherin, not 

Slytherin.’  

‘Not Slytherin, eh?’ said the small voice. ‘Are you sure? 

You could be great, you know, it’s all here in your head, 

and Slytherin will help you on the way to greatness, 

no doubt about that – no? Well, if you’re sure – 

better be GRYFFINDOR!’  

Harry heard the hat shout the last word 

to the whole Hall. He took off the hat 

and walked shakily towards the Gryffindor 

table. He was so relieved to have been chosen 

and not put in Slytherin, he hardly noticed that he was getting the 

loudest cheer yet. Percy the Prefect got up and shook his hand 

vigorously, while the Weasley twins yelled, ‘We got Potter! We got 

Potter!’ Harry sat down opposite the ghost in the ruff he’d seen 

earlier. The ghost patted his arm, giving Harry the sudden, horrible 

feeling he’d just plunged it into a bucket of ice-cold water. 
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Reminder – Clauses and Conjunctions 
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List of Conjunctions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

before   after      

when     while 

as    until 

Because 

As  

So 

 

because   as         

               so 

Because 

As W 

So 

 

 

where 

wherever 

When? 

Why? 

Where? 
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Harry Potter Clauses 

Read the sentences and add an extra clause to add more detail to the sentence. 

Choose a conjunction to join the two clauses together. E.g. The snake slithered 

quickly… because he was hurt. 

 

     Harry slammed the door shut 

 

 

 

They were looking straight in the eyes of a monstrous dog  

 

 

 

Neville had never been on a broomstick in his life  

 

 

 

Harry picked the soft, shining cloth off the floor 

 

 

 

Potions lessons were turning into a sort of weekly torture 

 

Lesson 2 



Explore more Hamilton Trust Learning Materials at https://wrht.org.uk/hamilton                                           Unit 2 Resources 

Broomstick Lesson 

 At three-thirty that afternoon, Harry, Ron and the other 

Gryffindors hurried down the front steps into the grounds for 

their first flying lesson. It was a clear, breezy day and the 

grass rippled under their feet as they marched down the 

sloping lawns towards a smooth lawn on the opposite side of 

the grounds to the Forbidden Forest, whose trees were 

swaying darkly in the distance.  

The Slytherins were already there, and so were twenty 

broomsticks lying in neat lines on the ground. Harry had 

heard Fred and George Weasley complain about the school 

brooms, saying that some of them started to vibrate if you 

flew too high, or always flew slightly to the left.  

Their teacher, Madam Hooch, arrived. She had short, grey 

hair and yellow eyes like a hawk.  

‘Well, what are you all waiting for?’ she barked. ‘Everyone 

stand by a broomstick. Come on, hurry up.’  

Harry glanced down at his broom. It was old and some of the 

twigs stuck out at odd angles.  

‘Stick out your right hand over your broom,’ called Madam 

Hooch at the front, ‘and say, “Up!”’  

‘UP!’ everyone shouted.  

Harry’s broom jumped into his hand at once, but it was one 

of the few that did. Hermione Granger’s had simply rolled 

over on the ground and Neville’s hadn’t moved at all. Perhaps 

brooms, like horses, could tell when you were afraid, thought 

Harry; there was a quaver in Neville’s voice that said only too 

clearly that he wanted to keep his feet on the ground.  
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How would you feel? 

 

How would you feel as the lesson was starting? 

How would you feel as you gave the ‘Up’ command? 

How would you feel as you got on your broomstick? 

How would you feel as it started to fly? 

How would you feel when it came back to land? 
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Emotion Vocabulary 
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Inspector Report 

 

Name of lesson and teacher: 

Children’s behaviour: 

Children’s learning: 

Teaching – Positives: 
 

Teaching – To be improved: 
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